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The Tasmanian Field Naturalists Club encourages the study of natural history aad supports ` 
conservation. We issue our journal, the Tasmanian Naturalist , annually in October. People 
with a range of backgrounds and knowledge are welcome as members. 


Contact Don Hird (344 293) for more information, or write to GPO Box 68A Hobart, 7001. 


Program 


General meetings start at 7.45pm on the first Thursday of the month in the Life Science 
Building at the University of Tasmania. Outings are usually held the following Saturday, 
meeting at 10am outside the main entrance to the Museum in MacQuarie Street. : 


4 May Dick Martin, Executive Officer from CSIRO Centre for Research on 
Introduced Marine Pests, will speak on this current topic. 


6 May 9 a.m.: A Marion Bay beach walk will follow the marine theme of the talk. 
We will be looking for beachwashed items of interest as well as regular 
denizons of Marion Bay. 


1 June | Dave Watts, well-known local wildlife massal not only illustrate 
his craft but talk about expert tips and techniques which he clearly 
possesses. : 


3June 9 a.m.: Don Hird will lead a walk to a feature known as Gumtop east of ` 
Lachlan in the Derwent Valley at the western end of the Wellington Range. 
Habitats include some similar to those on the more familiar “Hobart” face of 
Mt. Wellington, but in a more intact state. The area has recently yielded 
interesting mammal survey results and any further findings can be used to 
advocate a higher reserve status for the whole Wellington Range. Piease 
Note -; the walking involved is not very far but is quite steep in places. 


- Roger Buttermore, assistant curator of invertebrates at the museum, will 
speak about our recent but not entirely welcome colonists, Bumblebees. 


10 a.m.: Bumblebees being in hibernation, we will use at our usual meeting 
place (Life Science Building at the University of Tasmania) together with 
sophisticated video equipment to view significant but small specimens of 
Kevin Bonham’s landsnails. If you have other small specimens bring them 
along. 


Jill Hickey, Hobart City Council’s Bushland Manager, will speak on local 
areas of interest and their conservation significance and management. 


10 a.m.: Hobart boasts quite a range of natural and semi-natural bushland 
features such as The Domain, Knocklofty, Lambert / Skyline Park and on to 
(at present) Mt. Wellington itself. We will visit a range of these. 





New Members A special welcome to Pam Coogan. 


General News 





New President and Committee changes. Congratulations to Patti Virtue, well known to active 
members, who is our new President. Sue Collier has returned to the committee as 
Vice-President. Jim Paterson has joined as a general committee member, while Phil Collier has 
taken leave of the committee for a year or so. 


Survey Group Report 


Mammal survey has recommenced with worthwhile results. A bulletin or two back, I wrote 
about an area at the western end of the Wellington range which looked interesting in terms of 
mammal signs, for being a habitat type perhaps poorly reserved, and for its aesthetic value. 
The local Parks ranger kindly allowed access through the locked gate which enabled us to 
deploy survey traps without carrying heavy gear too far. 


A keen environmental studies student assisted with the field work and early results indicate a 
previously unreported habitat type for the vulnerable Eastern Barred Bandicoot. This animal, 
together with an abundance of eastern quolls and a potoroo, was caught in Eucalyptus 
johnstonii woodland with a shrubby understorey on poorly drained sandstone soils. Books 
will tell you that known habitat for the eastern Barred Bandicoot is "grassy areas usually 
associated with pasture and agricultural areas" or similar. This is the most pristine recorded 
habitat that I know of for the species; its last relic population on mainland Australia is near 
Hamilton in western Victoria where it lives in a rubbish tip and the habitat has been described 
as "abandoned car bodies"! Last year we also found them in another natural habitat, 
admittedly nearer disturbed areas, at Lambert Gully, Mt Nelson. The species is also poorly 
represented in reserves. 


An interesting but less positive result was the absence of small (rat and mouse sized ) 
mammals early in the survey program. Yet another type cf result was apparent smokestains 
on a sandstone escarpment, possibly an indication of aboriginal occupation of an area that 
would have overlooked and enabled access to rich lowland foraging areas in the Lachlan and 
Derwent valleys. The results of all of these findings will appear in more detail later in the 
Naturalist. 


The results will also enable us to advance the cause of upgrading the status of the Mt 
Wellington range from its current patchwork quilt of Council, Water Board and Lands 
administration to something more like (or actually) National Park. Previous reviews of the 
conservation and heritage values of the area have concentrated on published reports relating to 
the easily accessible and better known areas of our mountain, usually those close to the 
Mountain Road. Some of these have not been revised in over a century. These findings seem 
symptomatic of some of our poorly known habitats which haven't been systematically 
surveyed. They also represent a base on which further work can be undertaken. 


Results such as this indicate the lead role we can play in adding to the detailed knowledge of 
our natural heritage. Results are not always as significant as these, and the field work can be 
time-consuming, but the overall result seems thoroughly worthwhile. 


The Survey Group is active intermittently at the moment. We welcome visitors and new 
surveyors and observations (in writing please). 


Don Hird, Survey Group Convener. 
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Other News @ 





Conservation Lobbying Activities 


Lake Pedder lives (if not breathes) after two decades. Our submission emphasised the 
irrecoverable loss of original biodiversity (scarcely mentioned elsewhere), and doubted the 
current priority of the drainage proposal. We also suggested that a fracas of the type for which 
Tasmania has become renowned would probably ensue. This latter suggestion at least seems 
utterly vindicated, with the public debate largely focussing on whether or not to beatify the 
platypus ! While platypus populations would almost certainly have been healthier in the 
mosaic of stream habitats in the original landscape, the issue shouldn't focus on one cute but 
abundant species. The core aim of modern conservation aims to keep representative samples 
of natural features, a concept the protagonists in this debate seem to have missed. The media 
are also apparently slow learners in this respect. Some of the cost estimates of the draining 
proposal remind one of the outrageous power demand projections used to "justify" the original 
and subsequent developments, although costs would undoubtedly be significant. Please ask if 
you would like to see our submission. 


Another summer of ritual conflict over woodchip license issues was another issue in which we 
were less involved but nonetheless concerned. The credibility of most parties seemed to suffer 
yet again. Our view is essentially that some independent arbitration (eg federally mediated) is 
needed, partly because Australia as a whole seems to apply a higher environmental standard 
of care than Tasmania usually does and because the the exponents of natural resource 
exploitation shouldn't also be conservators of our natural heritage The haste of the decision 
process and the representativeness and performance of the conservetion advocates left much to 
be desired. Our view of representation has been that diversity amongst conservation groups is 
necessary, but that we would want to be recognised as an independent body. Strident groups 
have appointed themselves "the conservation movement" without consultation or agreement. 
Amongst their claims with which we have substantial disagreement is that conservation 
priorities are not an issue and that definitions (such as that of old growth forest) can be varied 
at will. Industry claims that Tasmania is well served for nature conservation are equally 
vapid. Meaningful dialogue would seem difficult in these circumstances. An aspect of the 
woodchip debate that seems underrated is that of end-use consumption. Newsprint is the 
main such product and its rampant and usually fleeting consumption indicates that the 
industry and consumers could bear more of the conservation cost of forest exploitation. 


The “Road to Nowhere” seems little more than an act of spite and parochialism, if only in 
terms of road maintenance priority. 


Ramsar Convention in Brisbane in March 1996. 


Birdwatchers will know Ramsar as an important international convention involving 
agreements to protect wetland habitats. This sixth convention has been cited as “the most 
significant international environment conference ever to be held in Australia” (Senator the 
Hon. John Faulkner). Perhaps this will be an opportunity to promote the extensive wetland 
lagoon complex on the east coast of Flinders Island (in its entirety) aS worthy of Ramsar status. 
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Spotlight observation primarily relies on the 
reflection of light from nocturnal animals eyes 
although other observations are also possible. Good 
binoculars are important, as is adequate observer- 
insulation and often patience. 


Roadkills are perhaps the most comon way wildlife 
is seen in Tasmania. While unfortunate, they at least 
indicates a population of animals in surrounding 
areas. Careful recording of details of roadkilled 
animals has revealed significant new information 
about distribution of species, and can indicate areas 
to survey further by other means. 


Systematic inspection of likely refuges of animals 
may often yield useful observations such as tree 
hollows and crevices under bark which are often used 
by arborial animals and bats. Hollows are often 
surrounded by scratchings of animals using or 
exploring them, and usually seem subject to intense 
competition for occupation, with users often 
preferring a size in close proportion to their own 
body size. Burrows are constructed by wombats and 
seondarily used by quolls and a range of other 
species. 


Tracks and Signs Recording 


Tracks and signs often provide an early indication of 
species present in an area. Tracks are usually 
footprints, signs may be a range of indirect 
indications of a species presence. Some of these are 
often clear and almost unmistakable, others are subtle 
and accurate interpretation relies on experience and 
deduction. Scats, bones, foraging signs such as 
diggings, burrows and hair samples are all examples 
of mammal signs. 





Eastern Barred Bandicoot : virtually extinct on 
mainland Australia. In Tasmania it is 
widespread and possibly declining. Its biology, 
particularly habitat usage, is poorly known. It 
lacks adequate reserved habitat and there is no 
evident program to remedy this situation. 





Summary 


Wildlife Survey using techniques outlined above 
have been used in other states for some decades. 
They have been instrumental in detailing the ranges 
and compositions of faunas, often a labour intensive 
process but one providing invaluable information. 
The Tas Fieldnats Wildlife Survey Group intends 
holding regular excursions as well as encouraging the 
systematic recording of information gleaned from all 
available sources. Details of activities will appear in 
our Bulletin and our journal, the Tasmanian 
Naturalist, as they are consolidated. 


Illustrations above from ; Australian Monotremes 
and Marsupials, by Gordon Lyne. Angus and 
Robertson Publishers, 1967. 
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